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Musicianship. Pride. Success. 
 
Welcome to the instrumental music program at Morley Stanwood!  Our program focuses on three main 
concepts:  Pride, Musicianship and Success.  With pride we strive to support each other and work as one 
unit or one band.  Musicianship focuses on our musical training and developing leadership skills that can be 
used in all aspects of life.  Success is what happens when our pride and musicianship work together.  These 
three components rely on each other to produce our program at Morley Stanwood.      
 
Due to space concerns in the middle school the administration has stated middle school band will be 
meeting in the high school band room this year.  
 

I.  General Daily Procedure 
 
All band members are expected to be in the band room, in their seats, and ready to play at the time 
designated by the director.  Students are expected to have instruments, supplies, music and pencils for each 
rehearsal.  Instruments are to be kept in the middle school storage room and should be taken home nightly 
for individual practice.  Please mark your instrument cases and music folders clearly.  Only store your 
instrument in the storage area in the band room unless your instrument is small enough to fit in your locker. 
 

II.  Objective of Instrumental Music Study 
 
1. To demonstrate the reading and interpretation of music 
2. To perform music alone and in ensemble settings 
3. To describe, analyze, and create music 
4. To evaluate music by using critical thinking and listening skills 
5. To demonstrate aesthetic awareness and a sense of history and cultural heritage. 
6. To participate in the cultural/musical life of the community through exposure to local and regional 

music/arts opportunities 
7. To represent Morley-Stanwood Community Schools in a positive fashion 
8. To promote school spirit and pride 
 

III.  Grading Policy 
 
Each marking period, points will be accumulated according to the list found below.  In very marking 
period, total points will be determined and scaled on a 10% basis.  Therefore, grades will be figured as 
follows. 
 
• 90% of all points Ð A 
• 80% of all points Ð B 
• 70% of all points Ð C 
• 60% of all points Ð D 
• below 60% of all points Ð Failing 
 
(continues next page) 
 



 
Point System: 
 
Positive Points: 
• Performances 300-400 each 
• Daily Rehearsals 20 points 
• Playing Tests 50 each 
• Class Performances/Quizzes 50 each 
• Extra Credit/Help 30 each 
• Assignment various 
 
Negative Points 
• Unexcused absence-performance 500 each (200 to be made up) 
• Tardies  5-15 each 
• Misconduct in rehearsal/performance 50 each 
• Improper care of instrument or uniform 50 each 
• Improper uniform at performance 50 each 
• Lost music/forgotten instrument 20 each 
 

IV.  Assignments 
 
Students practice record will be monitored by various playing assignments and practice cards.  Student will 
be given a set number of minutes for each practice card.  Students may also elect to perform assignments 
on SmartMusic.  A subscription to SmartMusic is $30 for the year.  More information may be found at 
www.smartmusic.com 
 

V.  Maintenance of Equipment 
 
Only students who have signed out a school instrument may use that instrument.  You will be responsible 
for any unnecessary damage done to the instrument.   

• Only use instruments that belong to you.   
• Percussionists will be the only people that play percussion instruments.  
• Percussionists (7th and 8th) - All percussionists will own and maintain a stick and mallet bag.  The 

school will not be providing any mallets except for the bass drum and specialty mallets. 
  
Students are expected to provide their own accessories for their instruments (example: mutes Ð straight, 
cupped, oils, reeds, grease, swabs, and lyres).  The school will have some accessories for emergencies.  In 
case of financial need, arrangements should be made with the director and will remain confidential. 
 
School Owned Instruments – Students may be issued a school owned instrument based on need of the 
individual or need of the band.  The School maintains a repair contract will Marshall Music however the 
repairs are not 100% free anymore.  It will be the responsibility of the student using the instrument to pay 
the $15 deductible. 
 

 
VI.  Maintenance of the Band Room 
 
Students in the Morley Stanwood band take pride in the equipment and the appearance of their band room.  
Guidelines concerning the band room will be strictly enforced. 
1. Food, drink and gum are to remain outside of the band room and rehearsal facilities. 
2. Any person found defacing walls or property will be subject to school administrative action. 
3. The band room can be used by students outside of class hours when it is supervised or when the 

director gives special permission. 
Take pride in your band room by keeping it clean and always take your personal property when you leave 



VIII.  Rules and Rehearsal Procedure 
 
Rule – Be a productive member of the ensemble. 
 
Procedures and Responsibility: 
 
1. Food, gum and drink are to be left outside of the band room and all rehearsal areas. 
2. All cases, books and unnecessary material should be put on the instrument shelves. 
3. Only yourself, your instrument, music and material you need to perform will be allowed in the set up. 
4. Check the whiteboard for rehearsal order and organize your music before rehearsal. 
5. Percussionists should set up their section and have ready all equipment they will need for the rehearsal. 
6. You may quietly warm up and tune your instrument.  Excess noise is detrimental when preparing for 

the rehearsal 
7. Rehearsal begins when the director steps on the podium. 
8. Unexcused absences or tardiness from regular or extra rehearsals will result in a lowering of your 

grade and communication with parents and school administration. 
9. Students who forget their music or instruments will be given no points for each rehearsal every time 

one or the other is forgotten. 
10. Outside work is to be done outside of rehearsal. 
 
 

XIII.  Music 
 
Aside from the studentÕs personal method book, other music will be assigned that the student will be held 
responsible for.  Lost music must be replaced by the student.  The standard cost is $3.00 for most 
individual pieces of music, $0.25 may be charged for photocopies.  Mark your music in Pencil only.  
Music must be kept in the folder provided.   Storing music in your case will quickly wear and damage the 
music.  When taking music home be sure to take your entire folder, not just certain pieces. 
 
During certain times of the year students will be required to purchase method books for rehearsal and home 
practice. The cost of the method book is around $7-$10 

 
 

IX.  Performance Policy 
 
Public performances with the band are school requirements, just the same as written tests.  A student who 
misses a performance because of illness, death in the family, or a planned school absence will be deemed as 
having an excused absence from the performance.  In this case, the student will be given a special playing 
exam to earn the  points which are normally assigned to every student for each public performance.  The 
director must be informed of a planned absence at least five days prior to the performance by a signed note 
form the studentÕs parents in order for the absence to be excused. The student must also complete make-up 
assignments to meet the requirements that were missed at the performance. The director will determine the 
nature of such make-up assignments.  In the case of personal illness or emergency, the director should be 
notified as soon as possible in the band office at 856-4444 ext. 1140 or email 
director@morleystanwoodbands.org 
 
If a student misses a performance for reasons other than those stated above, the absence is deemed 
unexcused.  In this case, the student will be assigned negative points, which will lower the overall grade.  
 



www.morleystanwoodbands.org  
 
 

If you or your family use the Internet, the band website is a great way for you to keep 
informed of all band activities and functions.   All forms and papers sent home will be 
posted on the website for you to download.   
 
By registering an account at morleystanwoodbands.org you can receive copies of all 
handouts via email, download music, communicate with other students and parents, keep 
informed of upcoming events, listen to concert recordings, view the photo album and 
much more. 
 
 

 



Band Boosters  
The Morley Stanwood Band Boosters is an organization designed to support the students and 

director of the Morley Stanwood Band Program. Anyone with an interest in supporting the band 
is welcome to participate. It is our hope to support and p romote the advancement and 

appreciation of music.  

 

Meeting Dates  

 

September 13th  6:00 

October 11 th  6:00 

November 8th  6:00 

January 10th  6:00 

February 14th  6:00 

April 10th  6:00 

May 8th   6:00 

 

If you can help with becoming a booster please fill out the  information below and turn it in to Mr. 
VanStrien 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 

Parent Name:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Student Name:  ___________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Phone:  ________________________________________ 

 

Parent Email: ________________________________________ 

 

_______ I can attend the meetings and help at band functions 

_______ I cannot attend all meetings but please contact me for help at band functions  



Music Sponsor (Optional) 
A Music sponsor is a family who wishes to donate a piece of band literature to 
the band library and have it performed in an event during the school year.  As a 
sponsor your family name will be printed in the program underneath the piece 
you helped purchase.  Your donation will help to assure the bands have good 

quality literature to play for years to come.  

 

If you are interested, please fill out the form and return it to Mr. VanStrien 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

_________ I would like to donate a piece of music to the band library for $70.00 

 

Name of Family: ______________________________________________ 

 

Music Performance Preference (if possible) Circle one: 

 

Holiday Arts  MS Festival  HS Festival  Spring Collage 

 



Morley Stanwood Middle School Bands  
Performance Schedule 2011 -12  
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This is the 2011-2012 Middle School Band Calendar. Please take a moment to enter the 

dates to your calendar. Please note that any community performances that are scheduled 

during the year will be announced immediately with information sent home to give you 

ample time to prepare. 

 

All performance listed below are mandatory performances for all band students and do 

reflect in the students grade. For information about grading and performance procedures, 

please refer to the 2011-12 Band Handbook. 

 

A month-to-month calendar may also be viewed at morleystanwoodbands.org 

 

 

First  Day of School        September 6 

Middle School Solo & Ensemble (7th/8th Grade Only)  November 12* 

Middle School Honor Band (Selected Students Only)   December 7 

Holiday Arts Concert        December 14 

Middle School Band Festival  TBA February 23-24 

or March 1-2 

Spring Arts Concert       May 10 

Graduation        May 20 

Memorial Day        May 28 

Last Day of School        June 5 

 

* Morley Stanwood will be hosting the Middle School Solo Ensemble this year. 

 

Band Camp 2011 (Incoming Freshmen and Incoming 8th Graders) 

July 30 Ð August 3 or August 6-10 

 



!



Band Handbook Agreement Form  
 
 
I have read, reviewed and understand all sections of the 2011-2012 Band Handbook.  I understand it is my 
responsibility to follow the procedures outlined in the handbook so that I may be a positive contributor to 
the Morley Stanwood Instrumental Music Program. 
 
 
Student Signature:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date:  ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
I have read and reviewed the 2011-2012 Band handbook with my son/daughter.  I have also been given a 
copy of the 2011-2012 performance schedule for the entire year and reviewed the performance policy.  
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Date: ____________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
This agreement must be returned by September 16th for credit 
 
 
If you have any questions, please call or email Mr. VanStrien in the band office at 856-4444 x1140 or 
director@morleystanwoodbands.org   
 
 

 
 

 
Please write all performance dates 

into your fami ly calendar!  


